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CITY Of S

GOLETA

TO: Mayor and Councilmembers
FROM: Steve Wagner, Community Services Director
CONTACT: Kimberly Nilsson, Community Services

SUBJECT: Presentation on Conversion Technology by the City and County of Santa
Barbara Conversion Technology Study Group

RECOMMENDATION:

Receive a presentation by the City and County of Santa Barbara Conversion
Technology Group.

BACKGROUND:

The Conversion Technology Study Group is a collaborative multi-jurisdictional project of
the City and County of Santa Barbara. They are tasked with evaluating the feasibility of
conversion technology (the process of turning refuse to energy) and the specific type of
technology to be used at the Tajiguas Landfill.

Conversion technology is a general term used to describe many different processes that
turn municipal solid waste into energy and/or other marketable products to be used later
for energy (such as bio-diesel or ethanol). This can be done through biological,
chemical or thermal processes but does not include incineration or burning the waste.

There are many different options for our community concerning conversion technology.
The Study Group is seeking input from the City Council of Goleta to help define
community goals that will guide the decision making process.

It is the Study Group’s goal that all affected jurisdictions be invited to participate at any
and all levels in this evaluation process of conversion technologies. The most significant
decision made at this early stage of the evaluation process has been the selection of
the primary technical consultant; Alternative Resources Incorporated (ARI) of Concord,
Massachusetts. The City of Goleta, the Montecito Sanitation District, the City of Santa
Barbara and the County of Santa Barbara all participated in the consultant selection
process.



Meeting Date: December 17, 2007
Attached is a PowerPoint presentation of what will be presented by the Conversion
Technology Study Group to the City Council.
ALTERNATIVES:
None at this time.
FISCAL IMPACTS:

None at this time.
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Steve Wagner Michelle Greene Daniel Singer

Community Services Director Administrative Services City Manager
Director
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